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That the General ATLAS, which is carrying on in this Magazine, may be as perfe¥ 
as prfible, efpecially in its moft interefing Parts, a new and accurate whole-/beet 
Map of Ix v1 4 beyond the Ganges, and the OrtenTar Istanps, illufrated 
avith a curious and entertaining Defcription, is here given; whereby, asa neceffary 
Addition, the finely-coloured whole-fbeet Map of Coromandel, Malabar, Bengal, &c. 
zn our Magazine for Auguft, 1756, reprefenting Invta on this Side the Ganges, is 
completed.—Sce a general Map of Asia, in our Magazine fer February /a/. 


The prefent MA P is made diftin& and intelligible by having it properly ftained, as 
Bengal, feint blue; Arracan and New Holland, purple ; Pegu, dark green; Siam and 
Philippine Iflands, red ; Laos, brown; Tonquin and Sunda Iflands, yellow ; Cam=- 
boia and Molucca Iflands, blue; Cochin China, orange; China, faint red ; Ma- 


laya, light green. 
a E Indies have loft nothing among 


the moderns of that efteem which 
they were poffefied of among the ancients. 
The curious do not hefitate to make a voy- 
age of above 3000 leagues to vifit the won- 
ders of that country; its riches make our 
merchants forget the trouble, the fatigue, 
and danger of a long and painiul naviga- 
tion; the learned throughout all Europe 
carefully feek after its animals and plants, 
to ftudy the fingularities of nature, more 
various and fertile in thefe countries than in 
our’s; its beauties adorn the palaces of 
Princes, and add fplendor to the diadems of 
Sovereigns. 

Since thefe 250 years, that the Portucuefe 
have found the way to the Indies by the 
Cape of Good Hope, the voyages thither by 
the Spaniards, the Hollanders, the Englith, 
and the French, have been almott infinite. 
Every one of thefe nations has made its par- 
ticular difcoveries there ; and at prefent that 
country is almoft as well known to us, as 
any of the European. The Indies, accord- 
ing to the lateft obfervations, extend from 
the 83d degree of longitude to the rzoth ; 
and from the equator to the 23d degree of 
north Jatitude. From China to Perfia, which 
bounds thefe countries on the eaft and weft, 
there are reckoned about soo leagues; and 
there are almoit as many from the extremity 
of the penin{fula beyond the Ganges to Tar- 
tary, which bounds the Indies on the nor- 
thern fide. 

The air cannot be the fame throughout 
that vaft extent of country; but in general 
it is good and healthy. The rains, which 
fall continually trom the beginning of June 
till the end of Auguft, ferve to refreth it, 
efpecially in the two peninfula’s, which are 
almoft intirely within the torrid zone. They 
render the earth fruitful, which furnifhes in 
abundance all the neceffaries of life, except 
towards the north, where it does not an- 
fwer equally the cares of thofe who culti- 
vate it. From hence arifes that almott infi- 
nite number of inhabitants in the Indies ; 
Numep, CCVIII, Vout, XXX, , 


and which compofe, even at this day, 52 
kingdoms and different principalities, where- 
of, it is true, the greateft part depend on the 
principal Sovereigns of the country, accord- 
ing to the ancient ufages of that nation. 
But, to give a chorographical defcription of 
them in order, it is neceffary to divide them 
into different parts. Towards the north, 
are the eftates of the Great Mogul; in the 
middle, the two peninfula’s, the one on this 
fide, and the other beyond the Ganges; 
and, towards the fouth, thole celebrated 
iflands, of equal importance with the conti- 
nent. We fhall here defcribe, according to 
our Map, India beyond the Ganges and the 
Oriental Iflands. 

WE fhould feek in vain for any lights, 
with refpeét to this country, in the writings 
of the ancients. ‘They had no idea of it in 
the time of Alexander, and only knew it 
by the report of thofe whom trade or curio- 
fity had incited to undertake fo long and 
dangerous a voyige: All ofthem, aftonifh- 
ed at the greatnefs and rapidity of a river 
which has not its equal in Afia, imagined it 
was the Pifon, one of the four rivers of the 
terreftrial Paradiie. Jo’ephus is the firtt 
whom we know to have mentioned this ; 
and he has been followed by many fathers 
of the church, commentators on Scripture, 
and modern divines. It is difficult to deter 
mine whether foreigners or Indians have 
given rifeto this notion. All we knew is, 
that thofe laft entertain creat reverence for 
the waters of the Ganges. From a perfua-’ 
fion that thefe waters efface all the ipots of 
fin, they go in crowds from the remoteft 
puts of the country to waih there; the rea- 
fon of this is, becaufe they imagine this river 
does not take its fource from the bofom of 
the earth, but that it de‘cends from heaven 
into the paradife of Devendre, and from 
thence into Indoftan. Nothing is more 


childith, than the fables related by the 
Brachmans on this fubject; yet the confi- 
dence the people have in them is what gives 
thefe fables all their authority. The Mogul 
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